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cannot afford inaction. We cannot af-
ford to undo the progress we have al-
ready made.

I call on my colleagues on both sides
of the aisle to stand up for coastal
communities, farmers, vulnerable peo-
ple all over the world, and future gen-
erations to not fall victim to the self-
serving propaganda from those who
seek to profit by polluting the world.

To defend the work we have done, we
must meet the challenge of the global
call to act on climate. Regardless of
who sits in the Oval Office, we must
continue to fight for commonsense ac-
tion in Congress that will address the
pressing environmental threats of
today in order to create a more sus-
tainable future for tomorrow.

No partisan rhetoric or repudiations
of fact can stand in the way of our im-
portant work to fight and win this bat-
tle.

———

TIME IS RUNNING OUT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
West Virginia (Mr. JENKINS) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. JENKINS of West Virginia. Mr.
Speaker, time is running out to do
right by our retired coal miners and
their widows. When they went down
into the mines, they were made a
promise: When you retire, you will
have good pensions and healthcare ben-
efits.

They literally put their lives on the
line to put food on their table and
power our nation, but now that prom-
ise is in jeopardy.

At the end of the year, the
healthcare benefits for many miners
and their widows will dry up, and their
pensions could end soon as well. These
families are worried about making
ends meet, and they are going into the
holidays with great uncertainty about
what the new year will bring.

We have a solution. It is called the
Coal Healthcare and Pension Miners
Protection Act, legislation which I am
proud to cosponsor. It is a bipartisan
bill, and a similar bill is actually pend-
ing in the Senate.

Congress needs to act to fulfill this
promise. Our miners have done so
much for our country. They mined the
coal that made the steel that built the
skyscrapers and won world wars. These
miners and their families deserve no
less than what they worked their en-
tire lives to earn: the peace of mind
that comes with a pension.

I urge my colleagues to Kkeep the
promise and support this important
legislation. Time is running out to
stand up for our miners and their fami-
lies.

RELIEF FROM PRESIDENTIAL MIDNIGHT RULES

Mr. JENKINS of West Virginia. Mr.
Speaker, in just 64 days, a new Presi-
dent will be sworn in. That is 64 days
for the current President, President
Obama, to jam through new regula-
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tions; new regulations that will hurt
our families, kill our jobs, and con-
tinue damaging our economies.

We saw that just this morning when
his administration released the final
environmental study for the stream
buffer zone rule. This rule continues
the administration’s war on coal and
will take it even further down the road
of killing jobs in West Virginia.

Congress and the States have all
issued opposition to this rule, but this
administration didn’t listen. It is full
steam ahead for this radical agenda
and overregulation from the Obama ad-
ministration.

That is why I am proud to support
what is known as the Midnight Rules
Relief Act. We are voting on it this
week.

This bill is simple. It gives Congress
the authority to review and reject
rules that this President, President
Obama, or any President issues during
the final months of their term.

American families and businesses
have suffered long enough under this
administration’s, this President’s regu-
latory onslaught, and they have spoken
loud and clear at the polls that they do
not want more business as usual from
Washington.

This administration cannot be al-
lowed to force its job-killing regula-
tions on the American people after
their policies have been so soundly re-
jected.

I urge my colleagues to join me in
standing up against midnight rules and
bringing transparency and account-
ability back to our Federal agencies.

————

HONORING THE LIFE OF RAMON
“CHUNKY” SANCHEZ

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
California (Mr. VARGAS) for 5 minutes.

Mr. VARGAS. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor Ramon ‘“‘Chunky’” San-
chez, an exceptional musician and ac-
tivist for the community of San Diego.
Chunky Sanchez passed away on Fri-
day, October 28, 2016, a few days before
his 65th birthday.

Chunky Sanchez was born in 1951, in
Blythe, California, to Mexican immi-
grant parents. He was a talented musi-
cian who was taught traditional Mexi-
can music by his mother and his un-
cles. Chunky Sanchez quickly learned
how to sing, play 10 different instru-
ments, and compose his own music.

In 1969, he attended San Diego State
University on a scholarship and began
performing with La Rondalla
Amerindia de Aztlan, a noted musical
group composed of students and profes-
sors. Later, Chunky Sanchez became a
vocalist for the folklore group Los
Alacranes, the Scorpions, which he co-
founded along with his brother, Ri-
cardo. They recorded their first album
in 1977.

Through his music, he would tell the
story of the Chicano movement and of
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the Mexican American bicultural expe-
rience. Chunky Sanchez was so well re-
ceived that labor leader Cesar Chavez
would often invite him to play at his
union rallies.

Chunky Sanchez was also an incred-
ibly active member of the San Diego
community. In his song ‘‘Rising
Souls,” he sang that he needed and we
needed ‘‘to educate, not incarcerate, so
that humanity will shine.”

During his lifetime, he embodied
these lyrics as he worked with local
youth as a coach, an educator, a youth
center director, and a gang interven-
tion counselor. His passion and care for
the community garnered numerous
awards and honors from organizations
across California and throughout the
city of San Diego.

Chunky Sanchez is best known for
his song ‘‘Chicano Park Samba,’”’ which
narrated the struggle for and the suc-
cessful creation of Chicano Park in San
Diego. A city historic landmark, Chi-
cano Park honors the history of the
Chicano Mexican people throughout
their monumental works and murals
and sculptures and earthworks, and an
architectural piece.

Ramon ‘“‘Chunky’ Sanchez will be
missed by his family, his wife, his five
children, many grandchildren, and the
San Diego community.

Mr. Speaker, I include in the RECORD
the lyrics of the ‘Chicano Park
Samba.”’

CHICANO PARK SAMBA

(By: Los Alacranes Mojados: Chunky San-
chez, Ricardo Sanchez, Mario Aguilar,
Marco Antonio Rodriguez)

In the year the year 1970, in the city of San
Diego, under the Coronado Bridge, lied
a little piece of land, a piece of land
that the community of Logan Heights
wanted to make into a park . . .

A park where all the chavalitos could play in
so they wouldn’t have to play in the
street and get run over by a car . . .

a park where all the viejitos could come and
just sit down and watch the sun go
down in the tarde . . .

a park where all the familias could come and
just get together on a Sunday after-
noon and celebrate the spirit of life
itself.

But the city of San Diego said, ‘‘Chale. We’re
going to make a highway patrol sub-
station here, man.”’

So on April 22nd, 1970, la raza of Logan
Heights and other Chicano commu-
nities of San Diego got together, and
they organized . . .

and they walked on the land, and they took
it over with their picks and their shov-
els and they began to build their park.

And today, that little piece of land under the
Coronado Bridge is known to every-
body . . . as Chicano Park . . . jOrale!

It began in 1970, under the Coronado Bridge

En mi barrio, in San Diego

Where my people began to fight

For Chicano Park, for Chicano Park

Under the bridge, under the bridge, under the
bridge . . .

We shall continue to live my brother,

We shall continue to fight my friend

For Chicano Park, under the bridge . . .

iRaza!, jQue vivan, que vivan, Los barrios
unidos!

Por Ramon ‘Chunky’ Sanchez.
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